READING

    Read the radio programme. Our special guest is Angie Stone, an American soul singer andsong-writer. Angie is going to share her heartbreaking life story with us. Read it and decide whether the sentences below are TRUE or FALSE.

    I sometimes look at what’s happened in my life and wonder whether God’s used me as an example. No matter how beautiful and healthy you are, there’s always the chance this can be taken away from you. Maybe my.life is a testimony to that. When I look at myself now, I see a beautiful woman who’s strong, independent, and ready to take on the world. But times have been hard and my body changed in ways I could never have foreseen. My childhood was an incredibly happy one; it was amazing in fact. I was an only child and very out-going. My mother doted on me, so I was always in the latest designs. Being really trend-conscious, I always adapted to the different fashions of the times. My body was perfect: I was the girl who had the best body - the kind that always attracted attention.

     Then, when I was in my mid-twenties, it all changed. I was working at a chemical lab and was exposed to an air- born germ that derived from African tree sap. It got into my eyes and made its way in to my bloodstream and caused my body to stop draining fluids properly.

    .. .Just as I was set to hit the big time - this happens, and you’re forced to meet the world in the worst shape of your life.

    For years I was unhappy, I’d been given everything I’d dreamed of. And then I had to get on stage as a size 22, and not be able to explain why I was obese. I’d never eaten a lot, and had never planned for a life like this, so really I was just shocked.

    ... When you’ve spent years of your life struggling with something that is beyond your control - and which changes the way people see you - you lose a certain amount of control. But I’m set to get back in the driving seat; I won’t be broken down by things. It’s been a struggle; a journey if you like. But now I’ve arrived and I’m ready.

True/False questions

Angie claims that nothing can be taken for granted.

Angie has always had a presentiment that something would happen to her.

Angie’s Mom spoilt her.

Accidentally, Angie got infected at the lab.

Fans stopped visiting Angie’s concerts when her appearance changed.
Multiple Choice Questions.
1. It can be inferred from the passage that....
a. Angie’s Mom spoilt her
b. the germ made her body swell
c. fans stopped visiting Angie’s concerts
d. Angie quitted the stage
2. Angie ....
a. considers God to punish her for being vain
b. is able to control her weight
c. has always been a superstitious person
d. claims that nothing can be taken for granted
3. According to the story everything is true, EXCEPT....
a. Angie’s got a strong personality
b. a sick fan infected Angie
c. Angie’s story proves that nothing is eternal
d. Angie always cared about her appearance
4. The main idea of the story is ....
a. to reveal Angie’s secret
b. to support overweight people
c. to call us not to give up
d. to draw our attention to Angie
5. The best title for this text is:
a. An Evil Bacteria.
b. A Confession of a Snappy Dresser.
c. The accident at a Lab.
d. A Wretched Celebrity.
LISTENING

You will hear a part of an interview with a British teenage diver Tom Daley. For questions 1-5 circle the best answer choosing from A, B, C or D.
1. Tom says that his chances to become the youngest diver in the Olympic Games will depend on
1. the decision of the jury.

2. the results of a special sports competition.

3. the standard he has achieved.

4. his parents’ permission.

2. Tom says that his schoolmates

a. are not aware of his real achievements.

b. do not make fun of him.

c. treat him with respect.

d. ignore him.

3. Tom will have a private tutor because

a. his tutor has been very good to him.

b. he is not catching up with the rest of the students.

c. he will have to miss out his school.

d. he dreams of reaching the top of the class.

4. Tom thinks that diving

a. is like a rollercoaster when he goes on the board.

b. is boring when he goes up and down.

c. makes him full of energy.

d. is fun for swimmers.

5. Tom first showed his skill at swimming

a. when he went to school.

b. when he was just learning to walk.

c. when he paddled away in the pool.

d. when his mother helped him.

Interviewer: Hello, I am Chris Power and we have in the studio today - High Flier, a 13-year old diver Tom Daley who harbours ambitions to become the youngest British male to compete at the Olympics in Beijing. Well, Tom, experts say you are at the crest of a new wave of British divers and you are very close to qualifying for this summer’s Games in Beijing.

Tom: Yes, It would be an honour to be able to put that down in history as the youngest competitor, but I have to get there before I start thinking about that side of things. I think the chances of me being at the Games are high, but it’s all down to the World Cup and the trials.
Chris: Tom, you are a pupil of Eggbuckland Comprehensive School. Do your classmates know about your successes?

Tom: I don’t think my friends know I am on the verge of making history. They know I am a diver but not the standard I have achieved. I am known as a diver boy or a diver dude at school, but I have friends that treat me as a normal person. There are other people that make the mick, but I just ignore them.

Chris: What about your school?

Tom: School has been very good to me. I am still in all the top sets so far. But I think, I will have a private tutor this year because of all the time offl will have to take.
Chris: As far as I know you started swimming at the very young age but within a few years you switched to diving. You said, ‘it is the greater thrill than swimming’. Why?

Tom: No offence to swimmers, but I just found it boring going up and down all the time. With the diving it is fun every time you go on the board, it is exhilarating and exciting. It is just like a rollercoaster every time you jump off,

Chris: That’s amazing! Yesterday you showed another demonstration of your blossoming talent. Together with your partner Blake Aldridge - at 25 - you triumphed in the Men’s Platform Synchro at the British National Championship to move a step close to the Olympics in Beijing.

Tom: Yes, that’s right.

Chris: I should mention that your competing in Beijing will be a far cry from yesterday where mothers and toddlers paddled away in the adjacent pool oblivious that the new BBC sports personality of the Year and a potential Games medal​ist was strutting his stuff. So, Tom, I wish you good luck!

WRITTING

1. Your friend is spending a holiday at your home next week. You want to tell him/her what to expect. Write a note to your friend. Include this information:

· Tell him/her who he/she meet;

· Say what kind of meal he/she will have;

· Ask how he/she would like to spend time.

2. Your pen friend has asked you about shopping in your city. Write an email telling him/her about the shops. Include this information:

· Kinds of shops in your city;

· Where it is better to buy clothes, food, some other things;

· Some recommendations.

3. Imagine that you work in a travel agency. Write an advert about one famous place in Ukraine. Include this information:

· Where it is located;

· What it is famous for;

· Things to see and to do there.

SPEAKING

1. Your English pen­friend asked you to describe the weather in Ukraine. Include the 

following information:

•  climate / seasons;

•  the weather in each season;

• winter / spring / summer / autumn clothes;

•  the influence of weather on people’s mood.

2. You are going to talk about sport activities at leisure time.

• what kinds of sport activities are popular in your country? Which of them are your 

favourite?

•  do you think sport can unite communities? How?

• what kinds of problems can sport fans create?

3. Your comment on the statement “Our planet is our home. So why are we destroying it?” 

Include the following:

• what are the most serious problems with the environment nowadays?

• what can we do to save our planet?

