Listening Comprehension Text for 8th form

His name was Fleming, and he was a poor Scottish farmer. One day, while trying to make a living for his family, he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby boy. He dropped his tools and ran to the boy. There, mired to his waist in black muck, was a terrified boy, screaming and struggling to free himself. Farmer Fleming saved the boy from what could have been a slow and terrifying death. 

The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Scotsman’s place. An elegantly dressed nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy farmer Fleming had saved.

„I want to repay you”, said the nobleman. „You saved my son’s life”. „No, I can’t accept payment for what I did”, the Scottish farmer replied, waving off the offer. At that moment, the farmer’s son came to the door of the family hovel. „Is that your son?” the nobleman asked. „Yes”, the farmer replied proudly. „I’ll make you a deal. Let me take him and give him a good education. If the fellow is anything like his father, he’ll grow to a man you can be proud of”.

And that he did. In time, farmer Fleming’s son graduated from St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School in London, and went on to become known throughout the world as the noted Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin.

Years afterward, the nobleman’s son was close to death from pneumonia. What saved him?

Penicillin. The name of the nobleman? Lord Randolph Churchill. His son’s name?

Sir Winston Churchill

ROUND I 
Listening Comprehension Test For 8th form Students

Directions:
In this Test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time, and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet. 

Glossary

kingfisher – a small brightly-coloured bird with a blue body that catches fish in rivers
Questions 1 through 10 (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false).

	1. 
	The text mainly tells about ordinary events in history.
	+
	-

	2. 
	At the beginning of the story, the farmer was bathing in a river.
	+
	-

	3. 
	There must have been an accident with a little boy.
	+
	-

	4. 
	The action takes place nowadays.
	+
	-

	5. 
	The farmer’s children were all girls.
	+
	-

	6. 
	The little boy’s father wanted to give the farmer a sum of money.
	+
	-

	7. 
	The farmer seemed to know the importance of knowledge.
	+
	-

	8. 
	The nobleman’s prediction did not come true.
	+
	-

	9. 
	The boy glorified his family name.
	+
	-

	10. 
	Sometimes wonderful coincidences happen in life.
	+
	-


Questions 11 through 20 (choose the correct letter A, B, C or D)

11. It may be inferred from the text that the Fleming family lived:
a) in the south of Great Britain 

b) in the north of Great Britain 

 c) in the centre of Great Britain 

d) outside Great Britain

12. The farmer must have been...
a) kind and wealthy        


b) noble and proud   

c) hardly able to make ends meet

d) idle and suspicious

13. One can make a conclusion that the saved boy’s father was: 

a) a successful farmer            


b) a good hunter 

c) an aristocrat



d) a beggar

14. The farmer’s son must have been...
a) worth pride               b) a wonder kid              c) a nobleman

d) from Ireland

15. The nobleman’s offer was:

a) rather stupid          b) just and generous      c) not worth considering
d) never accepted

16. After receiving his education, young Fleming was supposed to:
a) work with customers       b) sell medicines       c) look for criminals      d) treat patients 

17. Alexander Fleming discovered:
a) a penny ceiling   b) a pan sealing 

c) penicillin            d) pennies while pealing

18. Fleming’s discovery made him: 

a) cruel and dangerous       

 b) famous worldwide 

c) thrilling and exciting
             d) quite boring

19. The word „sir” before Fleming’s name may mean that he:
a) became as noble as Churchill           
b) came from Syracuse 

c) performed in a circus
 

d) was a sergeant in the British Army 

20. One can infer from the text that:
a) the Flemings and the Churchills were close friends

b) Alexander Fleming may not necessarily have seen Winston Churchill after the childhood accident

c) Winston Churchill almost died from the medicines given by Fleming

d) Alexander Fleming was Winston Churchill’s personal doctor

Reading: 8th Form
Direction: In this section you going to read a few short passages. Each passage is followed by as set of multiple-choice questions. Choose the variant (a, b, c, d), which you believe best corresponds to what you have read and mark the corresponding letter on your answer sheet.
Text 1
   Most people would say that the world's tallest mountain is Mount Everest. This mountain in the Himalayas is just over 29,000 feet high.
   However, if  mountains are measured a little bit differently, then the tallest mountain on Earth is Mauna Kea, in the Hawaiian Islands. Mauna Kea is only about 14,000 feet above sea level, so in comparison to Mount Everest it just does not look anywhere near as high as Mount Everest to a person standing at sea level.
   Mauna Kea, however, does not begin at  sea level. It rises from an ocean floor that is more than 16,000 feet below the surface of  the water. This mountain therefore measures more than 30,000 feet from its top, making it a higher mountain than Mount Everest.
     Statements

1. The main idea of the passage is that…

 a) Mount Everest is the world's tallest mountain;

 b) Mount Everest and Mauna Kea are located in different parts of the world;

 c) Mauna Kea's base is below sea level;

 d) Mauna Kea could be considered the tallest mountain in the world.

 2. The word “just” in line 2 could best be replaced by…

  a) noticeably;
  b) soon;

  c) barely;

  d) recently.

  3. According to the passage, Mauna Kea is how far above the level of the water?

   a) 14,000 feet;
   b) 16,000 feet;

   c) 9,000 feet ;

   d) 30,000 feet.

  4. It is implied in the passage that Mauna Kea does not seem as tall as Mount Everest because…
  a) people do not want to look at it;

  b) part of Mauna Kea is under water;

  c) Mount Everest has more snow;

  d) Mauna Kea is in a different part of the world than Mount Everest.

 5. The word “floor” in line 8 could best be replaced by…

  a) carpet;

  b) bottom;

  c) roof;

  d) water.

 6. The passage indicates that Mauna Kea…
  a) measures 16,000 feet from top to bottom;

  b) is completely covered with water;

  c) is more than half covered by water;

  d) is 1,000 feet shorter than Mount Everest.

Text 2

   From the start of his career as a writer. Mark Twain was fascinated with inventions. As a result, he chose to spend much of his available income on various types of inventions, generally without much success. By 1887, the 49-year-old author had invested most of his money in one project, the Paige typesetting machine.

   Twain expected the Paige machine to be completed in 1889. Unfortunately, the machine was never completely finished, and by the early 1890s Twain knew he was in a serious financial situation. He worked hard to take care of his problems by producing a number of books in a row. He wrote A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court (1892), An American Claimant (1892), Tom Sawyer Abroad (1893), and Pudd'nhead Wilson (1894). However, all of this work did not solve his financial problems, and he was forced to declare bankruptcy. 
Questions
1.This passage mainly discusses how an author…

 a) invested poorly in inventions;

 b) wrote so many books;

 c) created his famous works;

 d) created a successful invention .

 2. It can be inferred from the passage that the Paige machine was …

  a) created by Twain;

  b) ready in the 1890s;

  c) close to being completed ;

  d) great success.

  3. According to the passage, what interested Mark Twain?

   a) Giving investment advice;

   b) work as a typesetter;

   c) the world of banking ;

   d) new ideas and products.

  4. Where was the majority of Twain's money in 1887? 
  a) In a bank account;

  b) invested in various inventions;

  c) invested in one invention;

  d) invested in his writings.

 5. Look at the expression “in a row” in paragraph 2. This expression could best be replaced by…

  a) one after another;

  b) very quickly ;

  c) on time;

  d) in a straight line.

 6. According to the passage, how many books did Twain write in the two-year period starting in 1892?
  a) One;

  b) two;

  c) three;

  d) four.

Text 3
   Lincoln's now famous Gettysburg Address was not, on the occasion of its delivery, recognized as the masterpiece that it is today. Lincoln was not ever the primary speaker at the ceremonies, held at the height of the Civil War in 1863, to dedicate the battlefield at Gettysburg. The main speaker was orator Edward Everett, whose two-hour speech was followed by Lincoln's much shorter remarks. Lincoln began his small portion of the program with the words that today are immediately recognized by most Americans: “Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal”. At the time of the speech, little notice was given to what Lincoln had said, and Lincoln considered his appearance at the ceremonies rather unsuccessful. After his speech appeared in print, appreciation for his words began to grow, and today it is recognized as one of the all-time greatest speeches.
Statements

1. The main topic of the passage is …

 a) the history of one speech;

 b) the history of the Civil War;

 c) some facts from Lincoln's biography;

 d) the history of one battlefield.

 2. The word “primary” in line 2 means…

  a) first;

  b) best;

  c) main;

  d) only.

  3. The ceremonies took place…

   a) at the beginning of the Civil War;

   b) in the middle of the Civil War;

   c) at the end of the Civil War;

   d) after the Civil War .

  4. Lincoln's speech took…

  a) more than 120 minutes;

  b) about 120 minutes;

  c) exactly120 minutes ;

  d) less than 120 minutes .

5. The speech became famous…

  a) long before it was given;

  b) at the first hearing;

  c) after it was first published;

  d) just after Lincoln's death .

6. The word “score” in Lincoln's speech refers to …

  a) time;

  b) money;

  c) people;

  d) game.

Text 4

   When Columbus arrived in the American in 1492, there were already an estimated 30 to 40 million people living in North and South America. It has therefore been quite easy for some to refute the idea that Columbus “discovered” America. How and when these inhabitants came to America has been the source of much scientific research and discussion.
   Most archeologists agree that the first Americans, the true “discoverers” of America, came from northeastern Asia. There is also a considerable amount of proof that inhabitants have been in the Americas for at least 15,000 years.

   To get to the Americas, these people had to cross over the 55-mile-wide Bering Strait that separates Asia and North America. According to one theory, these people crossed over during periods when a land bridge existed between the two continents. During the Ice Ages, so much of the Earth's water was frozen that the sea levels dropped, and it was possible to walk from Asia to North America.
Questions

1. What is the author's main purpose?

 a) to explain how Columbus discovered America ;

 b) to show how people came to America before Columbus ;

 c) to demonstrate the importance to archeologists of northeastern Asia ;

 d) to explain how to cross the Bering Strait  .

 2. In 1492, how many people were probably in the Americas?
  a) Fewer than 30 million;

  b) exactly 30 million;
  c) 40 million or fewer ;

  d) at least 40 million.

  3. The word “refute” in line 3 is closest in meaning to…
   a) theorize;

   b) support;

   c) contradict ;

   d) defend.

  4. It is implied in the passage that…  

  a) Columbus was really the first person in America;
  b) scientists are sure about America's first inhabitants;

  c) Columbus arrived at almost the same time as America's first inhabitants ;

  d) all is not known about America's first inhabitants .

 5. There is general agreement that the first people who came to North America came from…
  a) Europe;

  b) South America ;

  c) northeastern Asia;

  d) Africa.

 6. The word “considerable” in line 7 could best be replaced by which of the following?
  a) large;

  b) weak;

  c) well-known;

  d) considerate.

Text 5

   Bigfoot is a humanlike creature reportedly living in the Pacific Northwest. Bigfoot sightings have been noted most often in the mountainous areas of Northern California, Oregon, and Washington in the United States. The creature has also been spotted numerous times in British Columbia in Canada, where it is known as Sasquatch.

   The creature described by witnesses is tall by human standards, measuring 7 to 10 feet (2 to 3 meters) in height. It resembles an ape with its thick, powerful, fur-covered arms and short, strong neck; however, its manner of walking erect is more like that of Homo sapiens.
   Although there have been hundreds of reported sightings of Bigfoot, most experts have not seen enough evidence to be convinced of its existence. The fact that some purported evidence has been proven fake may have served to discredit other more credible information. 
Statements

1. The passage is about …

 a) a hypothetic event;

 b) a hypothetic piace;

 c) a hypothetic creature;

 d) a hypothetic theory.

 2. According to the passage, Bigfoot prefers…
  a) river banks;

  b) mountains;

  c) valleys;

  d) jungles.

  3. The word “spotted” in line 4 is closest in meaning to…
   a) heard of;

   b) shown;

   c) spoken of;

   d) noticed .

  4. Bigfoot differs most from human in…

  a) color;

  b) build;

  c) size ;

  d) walk .

5. The word “erect” in line 8 means …

  a) fast;

  b) vertical;

  c) slow;

  d) forward .

6. Bigfoot is hardly believed to exist because of …

  a) stubborn experts;

  b) lack of knowledge;

  c) false information;

  d) scientific research.

Writing: 8th Form

Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1. Music is very important to any society. Makers of music can be considered a culture’s most important attribute. What does music mean to you? Do you make music? If so, what music do you make? What instruments do you play? What instrument would you like to play?
2. Television and computer games will soon lead to disappearing of books.

3. People need sport to overcome the effects of polluted environment.

Speaking Comprehension : 8th Form 
Directions:
In this test you will choose from 20 topics to speak about. Each number corresponds to one topic. The number of your choice is the theme of your oral presentation. Take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. 

1. Imagine that you are a famous writer who has just completed your best novel. What does this novel tell others about you? What is the main idea of this novel? What problems are discussed in this novel?

2. Which of the members of your family do you appreciate most and why?

3. If you had a chance, what would you change in the place you live?

4. What do you like/dislike in people? Which of those qualities does your best friend have? 

5. What day of your life brings you the sweetest memories? Why?

6. Do you have any special holidays in your family? What’s special about them?

7. If you had a chance to decide where to spend your summer break, where would you go? 

8. What TV program would you like to take part in? Why?

9. What would you say to persuade your parents that the music you listen to is worth listening to?

10. You would like to keep a pet, but you don’t know what pet is best. What information would you ask of your friends about pets from their own experience? What pet would you choose? Try to come up with some rules for pet keeping.

11. On Friday night you are worried about the weather for the coming weekend. Where can you find information about the weather? What will be the weather at the weekend? Taking into consideration the weather forecast, what will you plan to do?

12. What do you think about teachers of English? Do you think their work is important? Would you like to become a teacher of a foreign language? Why? Why not?

13. Which of the school subjects will be most useful in your future career? Give comments on your decision.

14. Describe how the weather can influence your mood. What do you like to do when the weather is nasty? Does weather influence your performance?

15. What pictures of interesting places in Kyiv would you recommend to your English friend to take if you friend were to visit there?

16. Your English friend is going to come to Ukraine. What would you tell him to help him/her feel comfortable in the country?

17. You are going on a picnic on Sunday. Tell your invited friends the time, the food, the place. Bring up the subject of appropriate clothes to wear and necessary equipment needed for comfort and recreation. 

18. What sport events would you like to talk about as a TV sports journalist?

19. If you were to make a list of the most outstanding Ukrainians, what names would you include in it?

20. Where in your town/village would you take your guest from another country?

